
Largo, Florida, January 21, 2020 
 
 

The regular bimonthly meeting of the Pinellas County Construction Licensing Board (PCCLB) 
was held in the General Board Room, Young-Rainey STAR Center, 7887 Bryan Dairy Road, 
Largo, Florida at 12:32 P.M. on this date. 
 
Members Present: 
 

MEMBERS CLASSIFICATION 
Alan Holderith, Chair General Contractor 
Michael Kelly, Vice-Chair Pool Contractor 
Laurence Dickie Architect 
Jim Ford (late arrival) South County Building Official 
Kevin Garriott North County Building Official 
Jason Holloway (late arrival) Consumer Representative 
James “Arry” Housh Roofing Contractor 
Marina Kron Mechanical Contractor 
Ernest Lashlee Residential Contractor 
Daniel Melker Consumer Representative 
William Palmer Beach Community Building Official 
Evelyn Spencer  Pinellas County Building Services 

 
Not Present:  

 
Douglas Erwin Electrical Contractor 
James Millican Fire Official 

 
Also Present: 
 

Gay Lancaster, Director, Contractor Licensing Department 
Todd Myers, Investigations Manager 
Ashley Paulino, Legal Assistant 
Thuyvy Connelly, Office Specialist  

Jacina Haston, Senior Assistant County Attorney  
Michelle Krickovic, Office of Innovation and Technology 
Other interested individuals 
Teresa Adkins, Board Reporter, Deputy Clerk 

 
All documents provided to the Clerk’s Office have been made a part of the record. 
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CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Holderith called the meeting to order at 12:32 P.M. 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/ROLL CALL 
 
Chair Holderith led the Pledge of Allegiance, and Ms. Lancaster conducted a roll call of the 
members and confirmed the presence of a quorum.  She noted that the Board continues to have a 
vacancy to fill for a plumbing contractor.   
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Upon motion by Mr. Dickie, seconded by Mr. Melker and carried unanimously, the minutes of the 
meeting of November 19, 2019, were approved. 
 

*   *   *   * 
 

Messrs. Ford and Holloway arrived at 12:34 P.M. 
 

*   *   *   * 
 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR PRESENTATION 
 
Ms. Lancaster introduced County Administrator Barry Burton and Assistant County Administrator 
Tom Almonte; whereupon, Mr. Burton provided brief comments regarding his background 
pertaining to building development and discussed similarities in the regulatory environment and 
permitting processes of Lake County, Illinois and Pinellas County.   
 
Mr. Burton provided background information regarding the Palm Harbor Pilot Project, indicating 
that it seeks to identify opportunities for process improvements and efficiencies by integrating the 
efforts of the various building related departments. 
 
Referring to a handout, Ms. Lancaster explained that the Palm Harbor area was designated for the 
pilot program as it is entirely unincorporated, largely residential, and contains a mix of urban 
redevelopment and new development; whereupon, she discussed the activities taking place under 
Stage 1 of the project and identified team members, noting that a SharePoint site has been 
established to facilitate data gathering and analysis.  

2 



January 21, 2020 
 
 

In response to queries by the members, Mr. Burton related that program implementation in the 
field began in early January; and that while the pilot program is focused on gaining efficiencies 
among County departments, there may be opportunities for the cities and County to work together 
in a mutually beneficial way.  
 
During discussion and responding to query by Mr. Kelly, Mr. Burton related that only County 
employees will be utilized for inspections under the program; whereupon, he discussed the use of 
private building inspectors and the challenges related to hiring and training, indicating that a future 
goal is to reduce the need to outsource. 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Chair Holderith presented the Consent Agenda items as follows: 
 
Special Magistrate Hearing Minutes:  November 12 and December 10, 2019 
 
Mr. Kelly moved, seconded by Mr. Holloway and carried unanimously, that the minutes of the 
Special Magistrate hearings held November 12 and December 10, 2019, be approved.   
 
Examination Committee Reports September 2019 – January 2020 
 
Mr. Ford moved, seconded by Mr. Holloway and carried unanimously, that the Examination 
Committee reports be approved.   
 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
The Board conducted informal administrative hearings in accordance with Section 120.57(2), 
Florida Statutes.  The respondents elected informal hearings, defaulted by not executing an 
Election of Rights, or failed to respond, and were therefore scheduled for informal hearings by the 
Board to resolve the complaints.  The actions taken are the Final Orders of the Pinellas County 
Construction Licensing Board. 
 
Chair Holderith administered the Oath to persons planning to give testimony. 
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Informal Hearings 
 
Robert Wood appeared regarding Expired Permit Case No. EP19-10588 and requested guidance 
from the Board.  He discussed extenuating circumstances concerning the expired permit and 
responded to comments and queries by the members.  Following discussion, Ms. Lancaster 
recommended that the item be tabled to allow staff to research the matter with the City of St. 
Petersburg.   
 
Thereupon, Mr. Kelly moved, seconded by Mr. Holloway and carried unanimously, that the item 
be tabled item until the next meeting.   
 
Michael Parham appeared regarding Expired Permit Case No. EP19-10774 and requested that the 
fine be rescinded.  He provided information regarding the permit and responded to comments and 
queries by the members; whereupon, Mr. Dickie moved, seconded by Mr. Holloway, that the $300 
fine assessed in the matter be waived, provided that the City of St. Petersburg remove the 
respondent from the permit.   
 
Following further discussion, Mr. Dickie amended his motion to specify that the matter be resolved 
in 90 days, and the seconder concurred.  Upon call for the vote, the motion carried unanimously.   
 
Kevin Shinn appeared regarding Cases Nos. A19-1013, A19-1352, EP19-10013, EP19-10014, 
EP19-10116, EP19-10185, and EP19-10763.  He discussed extenuating circumstances concerning 
his situation, requested leniency regarding the related fines, and responded to comments and 
queries by the members; whereupon, Chair Holderith noted that no motion was made, and Mr. 
Shinn was informed that the fees stand. 
 
 
REGULAR AGENDA 
 
Budget Resolution:  FY19 Request Approval 
 
Ms. Lancaster indicated that the Board did not formally approve the Fiscal Year 2019 budget 
request; and that at the direction of the BCC, she is presenting the resolution for approval to correct 
the record.   
 
Mr. Dickie moved, seconded by Mr. Kelly and carried unanimously, that Resolution No. 20-01 be 
adopted, approving the Fiscal Year 2019 budget retroactively. 
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Transfer of PCCLB Assets to Pinellas County 
 
Ms. Lancaster indicated that in accordance with the 2018 revisions to the Special Act and the 
Interlocal Agreement, all assets of the PCCLB are to become assets of the County; and that the 
transfer has not occurred; whereupon, she requested Board approval of the transfer at this time. 
 
Mr. Dickie moved, seconded by Mr. Holloway and carried unanimously, that the transfer of 
PCCLB assets to Pinellas County be approved.   
 
In response to query by Mr. Dickie, Ms. Lancaster explained that the Interlocal Agreement with 
the County does not clearly state the flow of responsibilities with regard to the budgeting process, 
as noted by the Auditor; that it is being revised in keeping with the Special Act, and that it will be 
brought before the Board for approval at a later date.  
 
Responding to queries by Chair Holderith and Mr. Ford, Ms. Lancaster discussed the historical 
and current relationship between the Licensing Board and the County.  She indicated that aside 
from funds retained in reserves, surplus revenue will transfer to the County’s General Fund; that 
in turn, the County will provide resources to operate the organization; and that pending legislation 
could dramatically affect future revenue, and discussion ensued. 
 
 
CITIZENS TO BE HEARD  
 
Deviating from the agenda, Chair Holderith indicated the Board would address Citizens to be 
Heard at this time.  
 
Pari Zacaim, Clearwater, indicated that she and her husband, Abraham Zacaim, mistakenly applied 
payments to fines that were related to unlicensed individuals working on their home, instead of the 
outstanding fines associated to them personally, and discussed extenuating circumstances 
regarding the matter.  She requested that the Board authorize a transfer of the payments previously 
made to the outstanding fines associated with Cases Nos. 19-2577, 19-2578, and 19-2579.   
 
Following lengthy discussion with input by Mr. Myers, Mr. Melker moved, seconded by Mr. 
Kelly, that the payments applied to Cases Nos. 19-2543, 19-2544, and 19-2545 be vacated and 
transferred to the outstanding fines associated with Cases Nos. 19-2577, 19-2578, and 19-2579.  
Following further discussion and upon the call for the vote, the motion carried 11 to 1, with Chair 
Holderith dissenting. 
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Responding to query by Mr. Holloway, Chair Holderith explained the reason for his dissenting 
vote; whereupon, Mr. Holloway asked that the record reflect his vote as nay, and Ms. Lancaster 
indicated that it would be so noted.    
 
 
REGULAR AGENDA CONTINUED  
 
Earlier in the meeting, Chair Holderith related that due to the challenges experienced at the last 
meeting regarding the Swimming Pool classifications review, moving forward the specialty license 
review process will be in two parts followed by Board action, if required.  
 
Specialty License Review:  Swimming Pool/Spa Classification 
 
Ms. Krickovic provided an overview of the Swimming Pool/Spa Classification final report 
included in the agenda packet, and highlighted the differences between the final and the 
preliminary report, previously presented.  She discussed the criteria used to determine risk to life, 
safety, and fire to the general public, financial risk to the consumer, environmental risk, and 
financial impact to the Board; whereupon, she noted that the staff recommendation currently does 
not include a new classification for pool/spa chemical and cleaning contractors.   
 
Following discussion, Ms. Lancaster requested Board action to officially change the rules as set 
forth in her memorandum dated January 7, 2020; whereupon, Mr. Dickie moved, seconded by Mr. 
Holloway and carried unanimously, that Action 1, Section 2.02 Certification: Retitling, Action 2, 
Section 4.03 Specialty Pool/Spa Contractors, and Action 3, Effective Date, be approved.    
 
Specialty License Report:  Carpentry, Finish Carpentry, Cabinet, Flooring Classifications 
 
Ms. Krickovic presented the preliminary report for Carpentry, Finished Carpentry, Cabinet, and 
the proposed Flooring Installation classification.  Reviewing key elements of the report, she 
discussed the scope of work comparison for the various classifications; regulatory information 
from Florida counties having a flooring specialty; the size of the contractor community, including 
statistics pertaining to active status and compliance; and the risk/impact assessment; whereupon, 
she indicated that staff recommends inviting contractors with an interest in the flooring industry 
to participate in a focus group, as well as conducting a focus group of existing contractors to gain 
their opinion on perspective changes to the scope of work associated  to their licenses.   
 
Following lengthy discussion, Ms. Krickovic clarified that staff will conduct the focus group on 
flooring, refine the language pertaining to the proposed classification, and define the educational 
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requirement within the final report to be presented at the March meeting.  Ms. Lancaster suggested 
that Mr. Dickie attend the focus group meeting, noting for the record that no other Board member 
would be present, and Chair Holderith concurred.  
 
Partial Payment Report  
 
Ms. Lancaster referred to the Partial Payments Department Report and discussed the recommended 
payment terms and conditions for licensed and unlicensed contractors based on the amount owed.  
During discussion, Chair Holderith confirmed that following the initial payment, six-percent of 
the remaining balance would be charged as a fee, not interest, and Mr. Ford opined that the Board 
should set limitations with regard to multiple citations.    
 
Mr. Garriott moved, seconded by Mr. Kelly, that the Board adopt the policy as written, and 
following further discussion, he withdrew his motion; whereupon, Mr. Dickie moved, seconded 
by Mr. Holloway, that the item come back before the Board at the next meeting.  Upon the call for 
the vote, the motion carried 11 to 1, Mr. Lashlee dissenting. 
 
Insurance Violation Fee Waivers 
 
Ms. Lancaster reported that under the authority granted to her by the Board, the fees assessed to 
the contractors listed below have been waived due to broker or staff error. 
 
• James E. Goff, CGC1524641, USA Venueserv, Inc. – Insurance agent error 
• Glenn Roger Brazier, EF20000698, GW Systems, Inc. – Insurance agent error   
• Alex Templeton, CGC1528111, Priority Marine Construction, LLC – Missed error on cert of 

two companies listed 
• Peter Giverc, CRC1330539, ATR Services, LLC – Wrong company name 
• Richard M. Castro, CFCA24523, Direct Energy Products Corp. – Insurance agent error 
• Michael Gaskin, CGC1516570, MKG Contracting & Consulting Services, LLC – Insurance 

agent error 
• Joseph William Kohler, ES0000328, Kohler Construction Services, Inc. – Insurance agent 

error 
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OTHER BUSINESS  
 
Mr. Dickie related that the hotlinks provided on the iPad agenda are very helpful and asked if a 
process is available to make and save notes on individual attachments within the tablet, and Ms. 
Krickovic agreed to explore the matter. 
 
Responding to comments and queries by Mr. Dickie regarding pending legislation, Ms. Lancaster 
related that she has spoken to Pinellas County Intergovernmental Liaison Brian Lowack regarding 
a bill that would deregulate multiple industries, limiting local authority.  She stated her position 
regarding legislation that impacts Home Rule, and deferred to Attorney Haston regarding her 
authority to write a letter to legislators representing the Board’s position.  Attorney Haston advised 
that the letter would require a Board vote, and later in the meeting, Mr. Holloway provided 
additional information, indicating that the deregulation bills are House Bill 707 and Senate Bill 
1124.  
 
Responding to Mr. Ford’s announcement of his retirement, Ms. Lancaster discussed the process 
established by the County Commission regarding appointments and applications for openings on 
the Board. 
  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Upon motion by Mr. Kelly, seconded by Mr. Melker and carried unanimously, the meeting was 
adjourned at 3:41 P.M. 
 
 

____________________________________ 
Chair 
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